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But the hours were passing, M. Reynaud had not yet
had the indispensable preliminary explanation with M.
Daladier. Hurriedly he sent for him, summoning a Council
of Ministers at the same time. What happened at this
interview ? M. Daladier was not expecting it. I can
guarantee that because, by a coincidence which had cer-
tainly not been agreed upon with M. Reynaud, we had
lunched privately together.
In view of the dislike of the two men for each other,
the interview must have been bleakly and in a subdued
way dramatic. But it could not attain the tragic level
reached at the meeting of the Council of Ministers held
an hour or so after. Three Cabinet Ministers gave me a
circumstantial description of it. Such differences as there
were between the three accounts were only trifling, and
all the essentials I was able to verify the next morning
from the lips of M. Daladier himself.
It was fairly late, after dinner, when the Council meeting
began. There were no preliminaries. Curtly M. Reynaud
announced that he found himself compelled to make
changes in his Cabinet. He apologised to his colleagues
for the necessity, but added with emphasis : " It is war-
time, and peace-time precautions have no place in these
days."
Each man was getting ready to sign the collective
form of resignation which enables Heads of the Govern-
ment to keep some Ministers and drop others without
having to appear before Parliament, when M. Daladier
asked leave to speak.
It was immediately realised that tragedy was in the air.
Silence fell. Every glance was focused on M. Daladier,
who, keeping himself well under control in order to master
his emotion, began as follows:
" Gentlemen, it is my duty to give you an explanation.
The Prime Minister sent for me this evening at eight-
thirty, and informed me of the step taken in the name
of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the Senate by its